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In recognition of his faithful service to and efforts on behalf of the BCCI as club founder, Vern Taylor is posthumously inducted as a charter member into the Buck Collectors Club Hall of Fame.  As the man who envisioned the concept of an organization dedicated to collecting Buck knives, Vern’s efforts cannot be overstated.  His vision, prolific writing and mentoring of club members defined what the Buck Collectors Club is all about.




    CHARTER MEMBER
The BCCI would not exist if not for the vision and dream of one man – Vern Taylor.
Vern was a sales representative for Buck Knives who in 1969 began to collect the knives he had been selling.  As Vern explained, he noticed that the “USA” had been added to the tang stamp to allow the export of Buck knives into Canada.  Thinking this might lead to something, Vern began something that history has shown to be significant and that has led to our gathering today.  It took another twenty years before Vern’s idea culminated in the organization of this club, but every good idea has to begin somewhere!  
Vern also made a major contribution to the collecting of Buck knives when he contributed all of the Buck sections to Levine’s Guide to Knives and Their Values.    Although it has now been updated, the basic information remains as an integral part of Blade’s Guide to Knives.  Vern’s many articles in the club newsletter have provided the starting point for most of what is now known about many of the Buck knife models.  Without his research and prolific writing, our base of knowledge would have been greatly diminished.
The BCCI has made its biggest impact on the hobby of knife collecting by virtue of club members consistently showing up at the Blade Show with fantastic displays of Buck knife collections.  Vern was the driving force behind choosing this largest and most important knife show as the vehicle for our club’s involvement. He further mentored many club members to develop their displays to the highest level, one that results in BCCI collections consistently winning the top awards wherever they are shown. His role in judging the display collections and the advice he offered allowed members to learn from someone who truly knew how to build a winning display.
To Vern, we posthumously offer a hearty “THANK YOU” for all of your efforts on behalf of the Buck Collectors Club.  You are a worthy recipient of inaugural membership in the BCCI Hall of Fame.                 
