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In recognition of his faithful service to and efforts on behalf of the BCCI including his unselfish contribution of time and assets, Eugene Shoemaker is posthumously inducted as a charter member into the Buck Collectors Club Hall of Fame.  As a tireless ambassador of the Buck Collectors Club, Shoe faithfully spread the good news about collecting Buck knives and introduced many people to the hobby of knife collecting.  His support of the BCCI and interesting displays at shows all over the Midwest make his selection an easy choice.  His eagerness to interest children in our hobby showed his heart for people and his understanding that children will be tomorrow’s collectors.




    CHARTER MEMBER
Eugene Shoemaker was a founding member and advisory board member of the BCCI and served literally as a walking billboard for Buck knives and the Buck Collectors Club almost every day for the rest of his life.  You see, Shoe could always be found wearing a Buck hat, BCCI shirt or BCCI jacket in some combination.  As a retired truck driver, Shoe stayed busy working as a part-time courier for a mortgage title company.  The job entailed travel in five counties around South Bend, Indiana and Shoe was known in every pawn shop, flea market and antique store in the region because he stopped in regularly looking for Buck knives.  
Shoe single handedly started and financed a local knife club (Michiana Knife Collectors club) and everyone he met heard about Buck knives and the Buck Collectors Club. Shoe also was a regular at almost every NKCA show in Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and Missouri.  He also made the other knife shows in Chicago and Wisconsin much of the time.  Every regular dealer knew Shoe was looking for Buck knives and many of them kept their Buck knives under the table allowing Shoe the first chance to purchase. 
Shoe’s passion for knives was nearly matched by his love for children and at every show, he could be found giving Buck knives to parents of children who stopped by his display. 

Nothing pleased Shoe more than seeing a child’s face light up with a smile upon receipt of one of his Buck knives.
Shoe loved to bring unusual displays to the BCCI shows.  He almost always had a one-of-a-kind, factory error knife or oddity of some sort that was part of his display.  Sometimes his entire display featured such knives and he could always be found discussing what made a knife unusual.  Show not only enjoyed knives, he especially enjoyed talking to people about Buck knives.  
When Shoe passed away on December 20, 2004, the BCCI (and Buck Knives) lost a very dear friend and a wonderful ambassador.  To Shoe, we posthumously offer a hearty “THANK YOU” for all of your efforts on behalf of the Buck Collectors Club.  You are a worthy recipient of inaugural membership in the BCCI Hall of Fame!

