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In recognition of his faithful service to and efforts on behalf of the BCCI including his unselfish contribution of time and assets, Paul Lentz is posthumously inducted as a charter member into the Buck Collectors Club Hall of Fame.  As the heart and soul of the Buck Collectors Club during its formative years, Paul’s efforts on behalf of the club will never be exceeded.  His vision, membership recruitment and quality display of Buck gold etched 110s were just a small part of his many outstanding contributions to the Buck Collectors Club and the hobby of knife collecting.




    CHARTER MEMBER
In most any organization, it seems there is often one person who becomes the face of that organization.  For the BCCI, Paul Lentz was the face, the heart and the soul of our club.  When Paul passed away on July 11, 2001, his loss left a void that has never been filled nor is it likely to be filled in the foreseeable future.  

Paul’s passion for the collecting and display of Buck knives was infectious.  He single handedly was responsible for most of the club’s growth during our first decade of existence.  Many of our most active members trace their involvement with the club back to Paul’s influence.  His display of gold etched Buck 110s was a sight to see but he always used the display to promote Buck knives and the Buck Collectors Club.  As the club grew, Paul purposefully scaled back his tremendous display to make room for new exhibitors to display their collections. Year after year, Paul personally supplied the club, at his expense, promotional items and raffle knives for fund raising.  He also footed the bill for the 1999 and 2000 club directories.
Perhaps Paul’s most valuable contributions to the BCCI involved his heart for people.  Paul had a way of making newcomers feel welcome and among friends.  Whether in a board meeting, meeting patrons at a show or in knife transactions over the telephone, Paul brought people together around the hobby of collecting Buck knives.  He was always eager to be a voice of reason and kindness and his demeanor proved the reality of his spirit.  Where others might find a way to divide, Paul demonstrated a heart for unity.  When others might complain, Paul found a way to turn complaints into opportunities to edify people and help the Buck Collectors Club.
To Paul, we posthumously offer a hearty “THANK YOU” for all of your efforts on behalf of the Buck Collectors Club.  You are a worthy recipient of inaugural membership in the BCCI Hall of Fame.                      
